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When Germany invaded Poland, Stuka bombers 
devastated Warsaw—and the city's zoo along with it. 
With most of their animals 
dead, zookeepers Jan and 
Antonina Zabinski began 
smuggling Jews into empty 
cages. With her exuberant 
prose and exquisite sen-
sitivity to the natural world, 
author Diane Ackerman 
viscerally engages us in the 
lives of the zoo animals, 
their keepers and their hid-

den visitors. She depicts how Antonina refused to 
give in to the penetrating fear of discovery, keeping 
alive an atmosphere of play and innocence even as 
Europe crumbled around her. 
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